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ABSTRACT 

This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing 
series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 26 
titles deal with a variety of topics, including the following: (1) 
the comprehension monitoring abilities of tenth graders; (2) 
elementary school pupils* abilities to perform closure at various 
case grammar positions at their independf^nt reading levels; (3) the 
influence of staging on children's comprehension of expository 
discourse; (4) process and product measures of comprehension Mn 
formal testing and informal reading-to-^learn situational contexts; 
(5) training with forced-choice cloze tasks; (6) the 
sentence-combining ability and the reading comprehension of 
srixth-grade readers; (7) the quantity and variety of eighth graders' 
inferences in response to two narratives as assessed by oral recall 
and oral introspection; (8) identification of the gifted through 
cognitive level and reading achievement; (9) the development of a 
i^diagnostic instrument for determining nee^s for inservice training in 
reading comprehension; (10) the effects of readability, study guides, 
and listening-reading on the comprehension of sixth grade social 
studies textbook materials; (11) interlocking and noninterlocking ^ , 
reading guides; (12) the use of adjunct questions on prose 
comprehension; (13) factors relating to dissimilar reading 
achievement in matched secondary schools: and (14) the effects of 
instructions ' to image and testing condition on rate of reading and 
comprehension question performance. (HOD; 
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This bibliography has been complied as part of a continuing series designed to 
make information oh relevant dissertations Available to users of the ERIC system. 
Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed in. order to 
compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which thus become accessible 
in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering Information for the dissertations 
themselves is included at the end of the bibliography. 

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included In this collection: 
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Adelman, Pamela Kozoll 

THE EFFECT OF QUESTIONING AND 

REREADING UPON COMPREHENSION OF 

WELL-FORMED AND GOAL-DELETED 

STORIES BY BOTH GOOD AND POOR 

READERS 

Armstrong, Diane P. < 
THE EFFECT OF INTERm^KING AND 
NON-INTERLOCKING REaImnG GUIDES 
ON THE TEXT COMPREHENSION OF 
ELEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH STUDENTS 

Bell, V. Lawrence^ 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PLACEMENT 
AND PRESENTATION OF LEVELS-OF-COM- 
PREHENSION GUIDES AND READING 
COMPREHENSION 

Blssell, Laurlce Vandermer 
TRAINING WITH-KIRSED-CHOICE CLOZE ' 
TASKS 

Ford, Jeffrey Clarence 

an investigation of the comprehen- 
sion monitoring abilities of tenth ' 
'graders 

Hudson, Tate Mason Brewater 
A STUDY OF DOCUMENTS TO MEASURE 
EARLY ADOLESCENTS, THEIR PIAGETIAN 
STAGES OF DEVELOt^MENT, TQ LEVELS, 
AND THE INTERACTION OF THESE AND • 
OTHER VARIABLES IN PREDICTING .SUC- 
CESS ON A GRAMMAR fXSK 

Keene, Bernard James 
THE EFFECTS. OF INSTRUCTIONS TO 
IMAGE AND TESTING CONDITION ON 
RATE OF READING AND COMPREHENSION 
QUESTION PERFORMANCE 

Klauk, E. Russell 

THE I^fLUENCE OF STAGING ON CHILD- 
REN'S COMPREHENSION OF EXPOSITORY 
DISCOURSE 

McAuliffe, Sheila Rae 
FROCJSSS AND PRODUCT MEASURES OF 
COMPREHENSION IN FORMAL TESTING 
AND INFORMAL READING-TO-LEARN .. 
SITUATIONAL CONTEXTS 
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McEady, Betty J. 

THE EFFECTS OF ADJUNCT QUESTIONS 
ON PROSE COMPREHENSION IN HIGH 
VOCABULARY/LOW COMPREHENSION HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

McGovern, Betty Lou 
'THE EFFECTS OF INSTRUCTION IN 
MENTAL IMAGERY AND A MODIFIED 
CLOZE PROCEDURE ON READING COM- 
PREHENSION 

Marandos, Sam Anthony 
THE EFFECTS OF THE USE OF THE CLOZE 
PROCEDURE EMPLOYING SINGLE WORD AND 
MULTIPLE SEQUENTIAL WORD DELETION 
FORMAT ON READING COMPREHENSION • 

Marley, Bernard Michael 

THE USE PF THE CL(^E PROCEDURE IN 

AFFECTING READING COMPREHENSION 

AND THE ROLE OF A BUILDING PRINCIPAL 

IN THE EXPERIMENTATION ^ 

Marron, Jamie Patricia 

FACTORS RELATING TO DISSIMILAR READING 

ACHIEVEMENT IN MATCHED SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS 

Mateja, John Andrew 

AN INVESTIGATION INTO MIDDLE SCHOOL 

STUDENTS ' KNOWLEDGE OF TEXTBOOK 

METASTRUCTURE 

Mills, Sheila Ann Buzas 
AN EXAMINATION OF ELEMENTARY PUPILS' 
ABILITIES TO PERFORM CLOSURE AT 
VARIOUS CASE GRAMMAR POSITIONS AT 
THEIR INDEPENDENT READING LEVELS 

Moeller, Norma M. 

SENTENCE-COMBINING ABILITY AND THE 
READING COMPREHENSION OF SIXTH-GRADE • 
READERS 

Mohler, L3«i^tte lilleen Zuroff 
THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS OF FOURTH 
GRADE STUDENTS READING ACHIEVEMENT, 
ORAL GENERATION AMD WRITTEN PRO- 
DUCTION^Aa DETERMINED BY FACTORS 
FOUND INvFOUR READAIjiLITY FORMULAS 




Padak» Nancy Doyle 
THE QUANTITY AND VARIETY OF 
EIGHTH GRADERS' INFERENCES IN 
RESPONSE TO TWO NARRATIVES AS 
ASSESSED BY ORAL RECALL AND 
ORAL ifJTROSPECTION 

Peterson, Becky Karen 
THE EFFECT OF TABULAR AND GRAPHIC 
PRESENTATION ON READER RETENTION, 
READER REACTION AND READING TIME-^ 

Saperton, Patricia Santeinma 
IDENTIFICATION OF THE GIFTED 
THROUGH COGNITIVE LEVEL AND 
READING ACHIEVEMENT ' 

Sharp, Patricia Maloney 
AN INVENTORY OF COGNITIVE STYLE: 
VALIDITY, RELIABILITY, AND CORRE- 
LATION WITH READING ACHIEVEMENT 

Shoreman, Daniel J. 
THE EFFECTS OF REiU)ABILITY, 
STUDY GUIDES AND LISTENING- 
READING ON THE COMPREHENSION 
OF SIXTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 
TEXTBOOK MATERIALS 

Slater, Wayne Harvard 
THE EFFECTS OF STRUCTURAL 
ORGANIZERS A^ID RHETORICAL 
PREDICATES ON THE RECALL OF 
EXPOSITORY TEXT 

TURNER, Ralph J. 
AN Da>ERIMENTAL STUDY OF THE 
LEGIBILITY OF MINUS LETTERSPAC- 
ING OF TYPOGRAPHY AS MEASURED BY 
SPEED OF READING AND COMPREHENSION 

Watkins, Dodge Ronald 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A DIAGNOSTIC 
INSTRUMENT FOR DETERMINING 
NEEDS FOR XNSERVICE TRAINING IN 
READING COMPREHENSION 



THt CFFCCT of OUiSTiONINO AND REREADING UPON 
COMPREHENSION OF WELL-FORMED AND QOAL-DELETED 
STORKS BY BOTH GOOD AND POOR READERS 

Ordtr No. DA830S450 
Adclman, Pamela Kozoll. Ph.D. Northwesfrn UnWrsiti, 1982. 
tSOpp. ^ 

The purpose of this dissertation Is to determine whether questiom 
placed titer a story can facilitate and/or assess the Inferential 
process. It was predicted that questions alone would not be * 
facflitatlve unless information could be accessed by rereading, but 
questions alone would effectively assess inferences made during 
comprehension. 

To test these predictions, the comtilnation of questioning and 
rereading was compared both to questioning atone an0^ rereading * 
alone. Two types of questions were used: schema and factual. 
Schema questlcw« were to elicit information considered critical to a 
coherenlj^pfescnlatlon of the text; factual questions were to elicit 
jjnjter^nding of specific concepts within the text Two variables 
considered in the study were story structure and reading ability. 

The subjects of the study were 120 third grade children. Each 
subject read two stories from a widely used basal reader series. They 
read either a welMormed or goal-deleted version of each story. Good, 
average and poor readers were divided equally into four treatment 
groups. In alt conditions, subjects recalled the stories twice. The 
cofKJitionS varied from the control group in t^nis of whether 
questioning and/or rereading of the text occurred between the two 
recalls. Subjects wore tested as a group; however, each subject was 
allowed to proceed at his/her own rate. 

The results Indicated that questions alone did not facilitate 
inferential proce^King, but were very effective in assessing diflerencea 
in comprehension of implied information. The results further 
demonstrated that rereading ha'd a significant Impact on 
comprehension, particularly for poor readers, because it embclfished ' 
representations. However, rereading did not restructure 
representations of the slorics. The combination of questioning and 
rereading was very effective in enhancing comprehension of good 
readers, thus demonstrating the value of combining questions and 
rereading In cla^room instruction. Additionally, the results confirmed 
the ImporlarYce of welt-formed stories in order for accurate 
comprehension to occur. 



THE EFFECT OF INTERLOCKING AND NON INTERLOCKING 
READING GUIDES ON THE TEXT COMPREHENSION OF 
ELEVENTH GRADJE ENGLISH STUDENTS 

Order No. DA8307708 
Armgtrowo, Dung P.. Ph.D. Th% University 0l To/odo, 1982. I36pp. 

Many secondary students have difficulty eomprehonding their 
textbooks. While slralegles have been developed to help students 
improve Iheir comprehonsion, a review of the lilcrituro revealed that 
most of these strategies have not been validated. Although the use of 
reading guides is theoretically sound, research vaHdatJon is lacking. 
^ The primary purpose of this investigation wis to determine the 
' ^<if'ect(s) of Interlocking and nonintorlocking reading guides on 
^^Jt&O^^g comprehension Related questions included a eomparlson of 
the differemiafi^lcGts ol in4ef4ocKir>o and noninrerlocking reading 
guides, the effects of both types of guides on st jdp^aNtfHS^ — " 
reading abilities, and the issue of transfe ^ 

Sixty nine subjects were drawft^frSmlhree eleventh grade English 
classes, iill taught by the same teacher A one way AnOVA on tha 
subjects' Ohio Survey Reading Scopes revealed that the classes did 
not differ in terms of reading a^flty Each class was randomly 
assigned to one of three treatments: Experimental Group I- 
noninterlocking reading guides; Experimental Group II- interlocking 
reading guides, the Control Group- no reading guides. All reading 
ability levels were represented in each condition. 

Questidhs for a Pre- and Postlest were selected from two short 
stories contained Inihe subjects' anthologies. Rgoding guides and 
comprehension tests were based on selected chapters from 
Steinbeck's Tho Qropos of Wrath. The study was co^yctrJ ovor a 
period of s<3ven weoktf A Protest was admlnisteretf^^detcrmine each 
subject s initial reading comprehension ability. Fourteen treatments 
were then administered ©n every other Instructional day. Prior to each 
v> snt, a pre assessment was administered to determine if each 
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subiect had rea|fheai*lgnment On treatment days, subjects in both 
S'""^*"' *«ons received the pre-asses^rcnt. a?ea^^^^^ 
guide, and a comprehension test. Subjects Inl^ntrol c3on 
^eelved a pre. assessment followed by a comprehVnsZ tt^^ 
Following the trdatmehts. subjects' reading coTpSS™ 
assessed by a Posttest. parallel in format to the PreteS! 

The resultsjftdicated that (1) students who used readinoauide^ 
evrdenced h.gf^er comprehensibn scores ihan studer^fs X did^^^^ 
"^aZ^^'^^ ' interlocking and NoninffcSi 
guides did not differ in their effect on students' reading 
SI.? ^'^^^^''O 9^^^^ differenfially affect 

o °H ''''^^y ^^'^^"^ "^"''^^^ ^'"dents who used reading 



RELATIONSHIP BETWteN PLACEMENT AND PRESENTATION 
OF LEVELS OF COMPR^ENSION GUIDES AND REAC^ 
COMPREHENSION \ ""OfderNo. 0A8301623 

BcLL,V. Lawrence, Pm.D. Syr§k^Un{vmsUy, ^Ba2. 132pp. 

The purpose of this study was to Investigate three assumptions 
Hcrber (1978) has made concerning his levels-of -comprehension 
guides. The guides are one component of Herberts Instructional 
Framework fof teacftlng reading in the cbl^tent areas. They are 
constructed by the teacher and presented to the students to gukfe 
their reading and thinking at the literal. Interpretive, and applied levels 
of comprehension. The assumptions Investigated In this study 
included;' (1) presenting the literal-level guide to students be/ora they 
read a selection facilitates comprehension better than presenting the 
guide after the students have read the selection. (2) gukjing students 
through all three levels of comprehension has a cumulative effect and 
facilitates comprehension at the applied k5vel boiler than gukling 
studantt at tha titieraJ tevals only, and (3) guiding students through all 
thraa Itvafa of comprahaniion akto tha itudents in synthesizing the 
details and idaufrom ths maiarii with their prior knowtedgt which In 
turn aids (ong-tsrm raisntioft 

Si 8lh-gradelntaelsociti studios eiasses(N • t58)wsrs 
randomly assjgnsd sis trtatmsnt groups. On (hs first dsy sH six 
groups received a preparation phass which included developing 
some of the concepts snd vocsbulary to be studied. On the second 
day of the study three groups received the llteraMevel guide before 
reading the selection and the students responded to the statcmenU 
while they read the 2.600 word passage. Three groups read the 
selection and then completed the Weral-level guide. All groups . 
discussed the guide fn small groups after which a lO ltem literaMevel 
multlple-choice test was administered. On the third day four groups 
completed and discussed the Interpretlve-level guide. Two of the 
groups engaged In nonrelatcd activities but alt groups complet«l the 
10'ilcm Interpretive-ievel test^Qn the fourth day two groupa 
completed and discussed the ar^lied-level guide. The remaining four 
groups engaged In nonrelatcd activities. An 8-item applled-levcl test 
was admlntetered to all groups. Seven days after the applied-level test 
was administered, the 28 items from the tests on days two through 
four were administered In a random order. The three dependent 
wlabk^sfed to test the three assumptions Included: (1) immediate 
ItcraMevel test. (2) Immediate applied level test, and (3) delayed 
t^^evel test . • (AuthgrXabstract exceeds stipulated maximum 
-»sgth. Discontinued herii w«h permission of author .HiMI 



TRAINING WITH FOHCED-CHOICE CLOZE TASKS 

Order No. DA8304443 

OioscLL. Lauricc Vandcrmcs, Pm.D. Tha UnherGity of Michigan, i982. 
ISOpp Chairman. Donald E'P Smith 

Tho ciozo procedure has been considered an eflectlve moans of 
_ ^provTfding Instructional cues for improving reading comprehension 
while the reader Is engaged in the reading act. However, the research 
results have been disappointing. This otudy was designed to explore 
the efficacy of a moditied cloze task, called Force-Choice Ooze, in 
improving reading comprehension (as moaoured by commonly used 
reading testa), when compared to more conventional methodo (Cloze 
tasks and passages with Multiple Choice Questions). 

Three sets of training materials were constructed from tho oame 
passages and were accompanied by a sot of feedback conditions. 
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Eighty-one entering college students deficient in reading skills were 
randomly usigned wHIiin classes to the ttwee treatmemt. 
Between groupe dlTerenc^ in peif ormance on the treatment 

exercises favored the Forced-Choice C!oze ^laterials. Although 
standard analyses showed no differences on total scores derived from 
the test Instruments, correlational evidence t)etween scores on the 
exercises and gain scores on subtests, by group, suggested ^ 
differences which were specific to particular comprehension skills. 
Rotted scores pointed to me effects of the relationship between 
treatment and feedback received. The evidence led to the following 
conclusions: (1) Whether or not there are dlffercnliat effects Of 
• training ts measured by the test instruments on the global skill of 
readirrjj comprehension is not resolved by this study, (2) The task 
constraints and the accompanying feedback conditions of the 
Forced-Choice Cloze materials Influence gains in reading efficiency. 
(3) Training using Forced-Choice Cloze tasks produces improvement 
In tests measuring words in-conlext and vocabulary, a positive effect 
on a component of the reading process, rather than improvement on 
the global skill. (4) The Cloze tasks and the Multiple-Choice tasks 
substantially improve rwilher the global skill, words-in-context. nor 
vocabulary. 

it alsttsapms iikcty that the feedback conditions produced a 
differential efftect. either reinforcing (for Forced Cholce Cloze tasks 
and Multiple-Choice tasks) or punishing (for Cloze tasks) when the 
feedback received Is related to accuracy as well ta speed. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF THE COMPREHENSION MONITORINQ 
ABILITIES OF TENTH GRADERS Order No. DA03O81 75 

FoRO, Jeffrey Claoewcg. Ed 0. UnNorQity of Georgia, 1932 134pp. 
Director John E Readenco 

The purpQOG of this oludy was to examine the comprehenoton 
monitoring abiHtieo of tenth gradero of avGrago reading ability on 
several meaoure^K Subjects read three passages reprecsnlalive of 
social studies text)i;^terial Two of the passages contained main idea 
informalion that conflicted v/ilh the gist of the paragraph in which it 
was piaced Subjects were randomly assigned to one of two treatment 
groups One group received instructions to read the passages with a 
general editorial purpose, and the olher-group received instructions 
that cued them to the possible presence of inconsistent informalion in 
some of the passages Afler reading each passage, all subjects rated 
the compreh(^nsibility of each passage, ancvvered nine literal leveKv^ 
comprehensidn queslions for each passage, and rated Ihoj^,..-*--*^ 
confidence in the accuracy of each answer. rinally^^alftJubjecls rated 
the utility of two lists of reading strategies The\:>l^gies in one list 
werG'^esigned !o help readers Keep track of the stale of their 
understanding, white those in the other list were designed to remedy 
comprehension failure when it occurs Two strategies v^hich did not 
aid in comprehension morptoring were added to each list as foils. 
Finally, sixteen subjects were interviewed to determine their reasons 
for celecling certain answers to target comprehension questions. 

The slalislicai data revealed no significant differences betv;een 
trGatmenl groups on measures of comprehensibility, total number of 
correct responses to comprehension questions, and confidence In * 
the accu>a,cy of answers The statistical data suggested that subjects 
tended to beware of the accuracy of their answers To the 
comprchensioh queslions, and that subjects v/ere more confident in 
the accuracy of iReir answ/ers to comprehension questions based an 
the passages that th^y rated as easy to understand. 

The interview datotLDuggested that few subjects apparently noticed 
the embedded inconsistericies, even though they identified the 
information to justify their answers to the comprehension questions, 
and, in several cases, identified both bits of information involved in " 
the inconsistency Finally, the descriptive data from the lists of 
•reading strategies suggested that v/hile subjects tended to be aware 
of effective strategies for monitoring their comprehension, they may 
not havG used Ihcm independently when given a reading lack. 



A STUDY OF DOCUMENTS TO MEASURE EARLY 
ADOLESCENTS. T$f2\R PlAGETIAN STAGES OF 
DEVELOPMENT. 10 LEVELS. AND THE INTERACTION bf 
THESE ANCTOTHER VARIABLES IN PREDICTING SUCCESS 
. ON A GRAMf^AR T4SK Order No. DA8227442 

Hudson, Tate Mason Brewster. Ph D. Tho Univorsity o1 Akron 1983 
198pp. 

This study examined a sample ot^eventh grade students and an 
entire eighth grade. The problem was to identity relationships 
between Piagetian stages and academic achievement A second part 
of the study investigated the psychometric properties of the 
instruments Although in use. they were weak in validity and reliability 
A third pari of the stody tested these properties To accomplish 
validation of An tr^ventory of Piagot's DevotopmontQl Tasks, 
frequencies were run to show hierarchies of difficulty A reordering of 
subtests would produce a Guttman scale Factor analysis revealed 
that tho tost measures a developmental continuum which can be 
broken into three stages, eonercte, transitional, and formal 
eperational Validation was demonstrated with a grammar task In 
which memory was tested against abstract thinking The grammar test 
cr^*''^'^ ^^'^ trancJcjmational forms, and a hierarchy 

0J difficulty was developed to show dsflerences Task analysis was 
nart ih'" ""''^^^^ analyzing degree of difficulty The fourth 
PiAo n hypotheses concerning ihe importance of sex 

mpno.lo"^ K^^^^ '° academic success Adolescent judgment, ' 

rnrt ATo .K P^^^^' P.agetian stage Conclusions 

S^o..^ } '^'^ '^^^^ "° difference in sex in predicting 
P.aget.an stage Middle grade students can be assigned to groups 
nroron '^?n«J / P-agelian stage, which can predict grammar test 
scores Stages also predict a significant amount of variance 
e^o ?o dnfo r o ^^^1'''^ ^nypon^nl conclusion, not studied any place 
else.lo date, reveab the impananco oJ tho interaction of 10 and slaoft 
tn predicting aeademfe sueeesa. ^ 



^ THE EFFECTS OF WSTRUCT.ONS TO IMAGE AND TESTING 
nrwrtwAncfc OfdorNo. DA8308749 

il^S^f. ^1 ^ o<"dento not reading up to thoir ability 

htah^cSn' A^.^^'"^/ l** '^""^ fl^^'^e ^'"flenis from sixteen 
r2^, ^^H c?^ scored stan.ne Gix on tho Cognitive Ab HUos 

l»« Of soo/c Skills. Subiecio were atsioned to trealmom 
QfOupD based on the school they attended TiSeen v^«- 

2 h "SS:r2r„:i''r ' 'T^^''^"- '--OeVSuetion 
Inrt „^ • ° ImaBSry Instruction without reinspectlon 
•nd(d) no imagery Instruction with reinspection of text 

/df ^iim i ' questions, (c) texl-impliclt questions and 

i2Jn ""oc> A Poo' exporknental qucstionnorre was 

'? "^'"^ ""d>tleps In addi?ir 1^ 

lor,!I!ISpH^n'l"'T.^'?'^*'' '^-^ """'^'"O conclusions wore 

•nd r™r, i ''""Bery instructiorw 

•nd remspection influence subjects' pcrtormtnco on muit.pio ehotco 
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QUMtion typts and rttt of reading. (2} Data oatttarad frop^ poat- 
cxperSmantat questlonnaira reveaM that the milority of tanth grada 
autsjecta reading below their abHiiy teval do appear to procesa 
discourse according to the duaf coding theory. (3) Although 
instructions to image were not effective, students who seff -reported 
using imagery performed better on the multiple-choice questions than 
students who reported they did not use imagery. 

Within the limitations of the study, the following ImpHcalions for 
Instruction were given: (1) There appears to be no Advantage or 
disadvantage in instructing students to form images when the 
comprehension measure Is multiple-choice questions, 
(2) Instructions to image and reinspection will not necessarily resuft 
in increased reading tiipa. 



readlno*to»team aetting. There were asked to report comprehension 
itrategiei that they had used (n each aetting;] 

A case study investigation was conducted^to investigate the 
comprehension processing of^ix students of the original 40 placed at 
the Nelson-Denny third and sevei^th stanines to see i! and how their 
comprehension processes differeoSBackground was*aosesced In 
taped pre-reading interviews. Interest was rated after reading. 
Students' retelPings were analyzed and compared for ratings of 
interest and background. ^ 

Treatment of Data. Comj^rehension scores for Nelson* Denny 
passages were compared for InformaJ and formal settings by using a 
t-test for difference between two correlated QaViples. 

The frequencies oj-students identifying factors of comprehension 
used in the two selfirigs were compared through the application of 
Chi squareJn testing the significance of difference Ijetween 
proportions. 

Pearson r was used to test correlation between Nelson-Denny 
scores from the formal setting and written retelling scores from the 
informal setting. 

Propositiona) analysis was used to explore possible trends and 
differences of practical significance in comprehension processing 
'beXween students placed at the third and seventh slanin© of the 
Nclson-Denny, (f 

Conclusions. (1) Students seemed better able to comprehend in 
tn informal setting. (2) JReported use of wrsonal strategies and 
background during comprehension was hfgher in the informal setting. 
(3) Expected frequency of error was high when predictions of 
comprehending abilities in informal settings was based on format test 
scores, (4) Formal scores based on multiple choice questions often 
misjudged students' abilities to comprehend (5) The relationship 
between interest and background and numbers of propositions 
recalled was generally positive. (6) Students at the third stanine often 
scored better in informal settings than students at the seventh stanina 
when they had higher Interest or background ratings. 



THE INFLUENCE OF STAGING ON CHILDREN'S 
C0I\/IPREHENSI0N OF'EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE 

Order No, DA8229395 
Klauk. E. RussELLrPM.D. Tho University ol North Carolina at Chap^ 
mi, 1982. 149pp. Supervisor: William S Palmer 

This study investigated the effects ef staging on children's 
comprehension of expository text. Slaving is a construct whict) 
identifies the prominence of ideas in discourse. A staging anilysJa 
consists of (a) identifying the topic arnj its comment within'^sentencaa. 
(b) dbtinguishing old information from new information betwean 
sentences, and (c) using staging rutes (Clements. 1076) to combina 
these distinctions into a hierarchy, with height representing degree of 
prominence. 

Subjects were 40 sixth graders stratified by reading ability and 
selected randomly Target passages were extracted from grade-teval 
ctassr0om textbooks (social studies and science). Predictions wera 
that information staged high is better recalled than information stagad 
low an^ male subjects recall rpdr^ information than female subjecta. 

Th^ notatlonal system of Tiemoy. Bridge, and Cera (1978-1970) 
was used to represent the semantic base of both the targelpas^gaa 
and subiect protocols. Pecall scores were determlneilby comparing 
the presence or absence of concepts and relatioris irXhe protocoiato 
the text base. 

Results revealed that subjects recalled Information staged high 
better than information staged low. Only the mean recall score of 
female subjects on the social studies passage failed to be significant 
statistically (p > .05), although the moan score was in the predicted 
direction. No significant differences were found between the mean 
recall scores of male and female subjects nor between tho mean 
recall scores of good and poor readers. Interest in content and 
background knowledge of subjects had little effect on results. 
Between passages, however, authors' rhetoHcal decisions, content, 
and staging patterns affected the quantity of propositional recall. 

Findings indicate that staging exerts a strong influence on 
children's comprehension of expository discourse. With a staging 
analysis* it becomes possible to determine which ideas in discoursa 
sixth graders are likely to recall and not recall. Staging affects the 
comprehension of commercially produced textbooks and its influcnea 
is present across content 

This study questions tho recency and mid-pasoago effects of serial 
position theory. It is Suggested that authors can attenuate the 
reader's receptive processing burden by staging imporiantN 
information high in the text macrostructuro, using prepositional 
overlap to relate new Information to okt information already stored in 
memory. 



" PROCESS AND PRODUCT MEASURES OF COMPREHENSION 
IN FORMAL TESTING AND INFORMAL READING TO LEARN 
SITUATIONAL CONTEXTS Order No. DA8301 Ifta 

fi/1cAutiFPB, Smeiia Rae, Eo D. University of Northern Colorado, 1982, 
1§1pp. 

I^urpose of the Study. The purpose of this Investigation was to 
gather product and process data in order to Investigate the possibility 
that product measures of standardized reading compri^honsion testa 
mistake a competence for a per1ormar>ca measura. 

Procedures Forty students In College Reading and Study Skllla 
'^'Qp-is were Involved In two different comprehension events: (a) a 
: n I irdited comprehension teit setting, and (b) an Informal . \ 



THE EFFECTS OF ADJUNCT QUESTIONS ON PROSE 
COMPREHENSION IN HIGH VOCABULARY/LOW 
COMPREHENSION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Order No. DA630S937 
^^EAOY, BiTTTv J , Eo D University of San Francisco, 1982 SOQpp. 
Chairperson: S. Alan Cohen 

StQiOment of the Problom In this study the relationohip beKvoen 
readirSg conl^rehenoior^ ond adjunct questions was examined 
Speeifically, oiK typeD of questioning techniques were assessedlo 
determine the relative effect of each on higher-level cognitive 
processing in high school students who have higher vocabulary 
scores than comprehension ccores. To test' the optimal effect of each 
questioning strategy six prose celGCtions wore modified to 
accommodate the inseriicn of low-order and high ordor questions 
throughout each colection. The six strategies wore: (1) pro passage 
low-order questions; (2) post-passage low-order questions. (3) pre- 
passage high-order questions. (4) post-passago hfgh order 
questions, (5) combined low-order and high order questions placed 
before and after relovant passages, respectively, (6) no irisoried 
questions. 

Procedures. The modified selections were adminiotered to 
seventy Kvo urban and sevGnty-two suburban high school students 
whoso reading levels ranged from sGvonth to tv^elfth grade, as 
measured by the Gates Mac Ginile survey. Forms E and F, and the 
Stanford Diagnostic Test, Blue Level, respectively After reading each 
selection, the subjects were examined on the amount of questioned 
(intentional) and nsn-questioned (incidental) content retained 

Posttcst results in this 6 X 2 K e randomJacjJ block factorial design 
were analyzed In a three way Analysis ef Variance of treatmcnl effect, 
reading aptitude, and order-scteetion. 

Posutt^. In this study adjunct questions had no significant effect on 
readmg comprGhension regardless of placement (before or alter) or 
typo (low-order and high-order) of question. Findings suggest that 
question effect was washed out by reading aptitude, colection 
readability characteristics, study time constraints, and the 
arrangement of questions and content on the same page. 

Conclusions* (1) Tho arrangDment of questions and content on 
tho same page Is not a reliable stimulus-. control format for assessing 
Qdjunct-questlon effect. Such a format makes ll difficult to determine 
v/hother questions were read as Snslructed. (2) Question effect is a 
function of reading aptitude, suitability of specific questions to the 

8 
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reader*s ability level, selection retdability ehartcteristiesmnd study 
time. (3) Instroctiontl desieners who use adjunct questions to 
^facilitate meaningful processlrta of written discourse miy need to 
consider age, grade level, and ethnicity, bul may not need lo consider 
gender. 



TH^^ EFFECTS OF INSTRUCTION IN MENTAL IMAGERY AND 
A MODIFIED CLOZE PROCEDURE ON READING 
COMPREHENSION Order No. DA8307659 

McGovgfiN. Betty Lou, Eo D. East Texas State University, 1982. 
82pp Adviser; Dr MaryJernigan 

Purpose of the Study, This sludy was designed lo determine the 
^fecl of instruction in mental imagery and a modified cloze procedure 
on reading comprehension. 

Pioceduro Ninety four sixth-grade students enrolled in language 
arts classes in Durant Middle School. Durant. Oklahoma, participated 
in the study Using a random procedure, two groups were s^elecled to 
sjrve as experimental groups receiving instruction in mental imagery 
ir addition tojho prescribedjbasal reader, two groups were selected 
U as experimental groups receiving instruction in a modified 

^^oze procedure in addition to the prescribed basal reader, and one 
gloup was selected to serve as a control group^ using only the 
pijescnbed basal reader The study was conducted for a two week 
p(Jriod. 

The reading comprehension sub tests of the Gates MacG initio 
Pooding Test, second edition. 1978. Level D. Forms 1 and 2, were 
used as a pre- and post test The research design was an analysis of 
covariance with the pre test scores serving as a covariate The .05 
levjel of significance was used. 

j Findings The results of the analyses v/ere as follows There were 
nq aignificnai differences between the adjusted post- test means of 
m(^nlal imagery boys and control boys; mental imagery girls dnd 
control girls, mental imagery boys and mental imagery girls, mental 
imagery boys and modified cloze procedure boys, modified cloze 
procedure girls and control girls, modified cloze procedure boys and 
cohlrol boys, total mental imagery group and total control group, 
modified cloze procedure boys and modified cloze procedure girls; 
total modified cloze procedure grjoup and total control group, total 
meyilal imagery group and modified cloze procedure Qreup. The 
adjtibled post test mean of modified close procedure girts was 
significantly different than the adjusted post test mean of mentt) 
imagery girls. 



Conclusions (1) Instruction in mental imagery had no significant 
cffe :t on reading comprehension achievement (2) Instruction with a 
mo^ifi^d cloze procedure had no significant effect on reading 
CO rri prehension achievement of sixth-grade boys (3) Instruction with 
a modified cloze procedure was sigriificantly more effective in 
impfoving reading comprehension with sixth -grade girls than 
inotfuctton in mental imagQry 



THE EFFECTS Of^ THF USF OF THF Cl 07F PROCFDURP 
EMPLOYING SING! F WOHC) AND MUITIPLF SFQUFNTIAL 
WORD DFLETION FORMAT ON RFADING COM PRFHFNSION 

Order No. DA8?28193 
f^ARA,NC>os.SAM Antmont.FoO Univer Sity pi S^n F f^pc ,sc o . 198? 
11?pp Chalrp^♦ri,(Jn Dr Joan Hym.in 

TfOdir.ofidlly the do.'C pfO(.#'(iiif utih/irig r.-nyle word df^l**tion has 
beer, uv^d in re .rarch as .in a% >*^S'^.m^?nt and mstrijclional tool but 
80m#- of tho Iitf-ralure Mas ind.f that the smgle word df U'hon 
proc#»dure uie rrrnains r%v>n|jally on the literal level This study has* 
propo'^.f-d a muItipU* word c)o/o pror.f^dure which demandr* thai the 
reader make evaluations critical analyses synthesi/e the informat»on 
and drav^ conclusions 

A 2 X ? miired expenriienlal design employing ANCOVA analyses 
was used with fifty four Ut\U gj^ders In a rural school of northern 
California The mi^ed des gn allowed comparisons betv^een Ireatn^ nt 
. groups and testing condilionb within groups 
I The two indeppndenl vanobleo wore (1) clo^G dotolion 
I treatments and (2) tooting conditiono Tho three dependent variabloo 
(1) correct rooponceo on the multiple word deletion cloze toot 
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(MVVD). (2) correct resportoea on iho single word deletion cloze test 
(SWD). and (3) the CafiJorma Test of Baaic Skills (CTBS) 
comprehension test. 

Subjects were randomly assigned to one of the two treatment 
conditions which consisted of twelve cloze passages using the 
respective single or multiple word deletion format Subjects using the 
MWD tasks did 'Significantly better in general cofiiprehension 
acquisition (rnQOGured by tl^o CTBS), thereby supporting the major 
hypolheais of the studv and the sequential redundancy model of 
reading Two other hj/potheoeo were uphe?d and another was 
directionaUy Supported 

Traditionally, cloze procedure has used single work deletion, but 
this sludy. which introduces a multiple word deletion procedure, 
found significant comprehension gains for the MWD group After 
twelve classroom hours with this technique, students in the fwlWD 
treatment group increased comprehension by seven months over the 
SWD group It appears, then, that MWD is directly supported by the 
psycholinguistic processes of reading theorized by Smith and 
Goodman and supported by the respective cognitive processes 
theorized by Osgood and Gogno 



THE USE QF^HE ClOZE PROCEDURE IN AFFECTING 
READING COfcJpHEHlNSlON AND THE ROLE OF A BUILDING 
PRINCIPAL IN THE EXbtRlf^ENTATION 

OrdorNo. DA8229296 
MAf4ar.B£RNAno Michael. Ph D Southern Illinois Unwrsity at 
Carbondafe.m7 107pp Major Professor Dr William E Shellon 

One of the mam goals of the school principal is the improvement of 
mstruction This study, made m the Nokom.s (Illinois) Elementary 
bchools. was to further research ,n what ways the principal could 
assist h.s staff m experimentation and program development in 
remedial reading A second question was to what c x(ont the use of the 
Cio/e procedure could mcreas*^ reading comprehension 

The revMrch design was a combiaition of experimental re-,earch 
and normative survey and anecdotal records 

The experimental part of the study involved students in second 
wrough eighth grade who were academically six or more months 
behind ,n reading comprehension The experimental group was given 
a set of thirty lessons over a fifteen week period involving the cloze 
procedure as a means of improving comprehension skills The control 
a^oup received regular instructions m the remedial pull out clasc-es 
But no cloze lessons were given them 

Each learner was administered a pre and posttest of the Science 
HesearQh Associates Reading Comprehension Subtest A t test was 
applied ttf the results to determine the effectiveness of the cloze 
pf<ocedufe 

\ The normative survey and use of anecdoILl records part of the 
KUdywas lo determine the effectiveness of atrincipal m improving 
tnc in^.lfuctional process through developmem of a remedial reading 
program b^y experimental study. 
* The.conclus.ons reached in this study were (1) a principal affects 
ino educational program when he is actively involved in the 
instructional process, and (2) the cloze procedure did not prove to be 
a Significantly better method for improving reading comprehension 
nan the methods presently used in the remedial reading program In 
tno Nokomt^is^hools • . • ^ w 



FACTORS RELATING TO DISSIMILAR READING 
ACHIEVEMENT IN MATCHED SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

^m^ Chairperson. Professor Grayce Ransom 

.r.fj^^^^V''^ ^i^rpose. ThG problem was the growing concepn over 

TJZ^x^r?'^^^^^ '^^"'^'y The purpose was to 

Procetfi/re. The study wm a descriptive research design using an 
iT^^i « "^^H^"'^ to studying two matched secondary school 

ir'^T" fchlGvemoni scores. The schoolsselocted 
were matched for princlpalship slabdily. student body Mabiiiiy and 

State DciJIftment of idueatlon. schools which had scores above their 
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comparison scofe bands and inc^teased their total reading scoraa 
each y«r lor the yearn 1975.7B. 1077-78. and 197^79 JJiTmaichad 
•gtinst schools scoring below their comparison score bandsard 

Selected Findings. {^) Principals a I both schools described 
^mselves ^ committed lo reading instruction as a school priority. 

i?ri2^««'J:Tntr^^^ administrative commitment 

llD reading consisted of at the two schools. (3) The nature of the 
reading program at the Increasing school was greateTm scope than 
•I the decreasing one. (4) More books were chjid^ out on me 
!lIfJ!f Sf:f ^"creasing school. (5) The incasing school oHered 

S?iSli2f ' o'd "".^^ ^''^ • Silent 

Sujaalnad Reading Period. The increasing school also conducted a 

needs a^e^smenl and pariicipaled in more schooLwlde insen^ce. 
.^y^u^ "^^^"^ principal's rote and school's financial 

commitment to reading instruction were related to reading 
achtevernpnt. (2) Pleading achievement was higher in a school with 

KtJdeS Program, (d) a higher usage of'the library by 

Pacommondaf/ans. (1) The principal of the school should use his 
or her rote to suppph reading instruction by defining the school^ 

^«S.?n^^^^^ Each school should 

coquet a needs assessment of how reading instruction is being 
nandied. and should encourage student use of the library" (3) The ^ 
enects of contenl area inservice on a school's total readino 
achievement needs further re*jearch exploration 



AN INVESTIGATION INTO MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS' 
KNOWLEDGE OF TEXTBOOK MrTASTRUCTURE 

Order No. 0^8308190 
Mateja, John Andrew, Pm D. Univorsity of Goorgia, 1982 242pp. 
Director: John E Readence 

This study attempted to provide answers for two questions. The 
first involved finding the relation between students* levels 
Knowiedye of textbook metastructure and other measures of 
functioning The second sought to discern the strategies that 
students pODcecsing different levels ©f knowledge cmployeil relative 
to textbook metastructure. / 

One hundred and sixty nine sixth grade students were tested in 
intact, homogeneous, content area dosses during normal school 
'hours. Ouantitative data were collecled relative to students* 
functioning on measures of textbook metastructuro, reading 
achievement, mathematics achievement, grade point average* days of 
attendance, attitudes toward school subjects, and mental abilities. 
Foltow-up structured interviews were conducted individually with 12 
students to ascertain the kindo of strategies employed in procecGlng 
textbook metastructure. 

DaU from the dependent variable and the independent Oariablea 
were analyzed using a multiple linear regression technique. In a 
predetermined order, the six variables were entered into the estimated 
finear equation that was opplied to the criterion meosure. Results 
indicated a statistically significant linear relation betweeri cores on 
the test of textbook metastructure and functioning on other measures. 
The independent variables accounted for approximately 3S% of the 
variance of the scones on the dependent variable. However, only the 
achievement variable, i e., scores on the reading and mWhematloa 
subtests, made statistically significant contributions to tKIc prediction 
of performance on the test of textbook melaslriif^uro. A reduced 
model regression analysis revealed that those two factors accounted 
foj approximately 35% of the variance in the scores on the criterien 
measurp. 

Verbal reports from selected subjects were used to describe the 
cognitive processing strategies relative to textbook metastructure. 
Students' self reports indicated the utilization of strategies generally 
described as being; (1) text based (concrete), (2) text and reader* 
based (concrete <3nd abstract), and (3) reader- based (abstract). 
Direct relations appeared to exist between students' levels of 
knowJcdgo of textbook" metastructure and students' types of 
preeessinft^trategies Changes in processing strategies occurred 
v^'hen students oxpeneneed difficulties In recpOfKling to new 
information or gained irisight from making connections between new • 
ohd old information. 



AN EXAMINATION OF ELEMENTARY PUPILS* ABILITIES TO 
PERFORM CLOSURE AT VARIOUS CASE GRAMMAS 
POSITIONS AT THEIR INDEPENDENT READING LEVELS 

Order No. DA6227693 
Mills, Sheila Ann Buzas. Pm D. The Univorsity of Toxtss a/ Austin, 
1982. 142pp. Supervisor: Thomas D.Horn 

^This study compared third -graders' and sixth- graders' 
performance on cloze passages In which words werd deleted at 
random or on the ba^ of case grammar category. There were 60 
subjects In each group. The data were analyzed within the framework 
of a 2 X 2 X 2 factorial design. An anaiysis of variance was performed 
to compare group means. 

The findings of this study Include the following; (1) sixth grader* 
were superior to the third-graders in the performance of cloze. (2) all 
subjects' performance improved when case grammar position 
deletions wero utilized. (3) all subjects' performance was improved 
when given the letter(s) representing the initial phoneme of tht 
deleted word. (4) when given the initic^ lettor(s) clue, the third- 
graders' performance on the case grammar condition approximated 
that of the sixth-graders, and (5) the percentage of correct responses 
did not increase as a function of passage length. 
. Conclusions based on the study were as follows: (1) pupils 
perform cloze with Increased accuracy when the words deleted ar« . 
selected by case grammar categories. (2) the deletion of words based 
on semantic categories has a more facililaliv^ effect upon ^up«s* 
abilities to reinsert words in a cloze passage than the deletion of 
words at random, and (3) tess skillcd readers (the third graders) were 
more dependent upon hiving letter information than the skilled- 
Ptiflcrs (sixth-griders) to utilize scmanUc Information effectively. 



pENTENCE-COMBINWG ABILITY AND THE READING 
COI^PREMENSIOW OF SIXTH-GRADE REAPERS 

Order No. DA83 10246 
M0ELL£R. Norma M.. Eo.D. Hofstra University, 1982 134pp . 

The major purposes of this investigation were; (1) to determine if 
there was a significant relationship between centencoxombining 
•ftihty and reading comprehension for good, average, and poor 
fladers. and (2) to determine if there were significant differences 
•mong good, average, and poor readers in number of t-unils. nifmbcr 
01 senienco combining transformations, and scores on a sentence, 
combintng task. 

ft was hypothesized, stated in null terms, that (1) there would bo 

00 significant relationship for good, average, and poor readers 
between total^number of sentence. combining transformations and 
reading comprehension scores, and (2) there would be nb significant 
differences among good, average, and poor readers in total number 

01 sentenco combining transformations, total number of t-units and 
total scores on the sentence-combining task 

The subjects were 221 of the 264 sixth-grade students from eleven 
heterogenously grouped classes comprising the total sixth-grade 
population in the Amityville, New York, public schools 

The Metropolitan Achievement Test (MAT) and the Degrees of 
Reading Power Test (DRP) were administered as measures of reading 
^mprehension. A written composition on the topic: "An ImporUnt 
News Event I Romombor (f - was elicited from the students and a 
ten.item sentence -combinriTg task was administered 

Writing samples wore analyzed lo determine number of toinitsand 
number of sentence combining transformations Then the sentence. ^ 
combining task was scored. Data were analyzed by computing 
correlations between number of sentence -combining transformations 
and reading comprehension scores for good, average, and poor 
readers, and one-way analysis of variance tests were pcrfonned to 
detarmJne i significant diffarancea axistad among good, average, and 
poor r^BT% In numbar of •entence-comt>lnlng Iransf ormatiom * 
numbar of t-unila, and acorea on the sentence-combining taaH * 

findings indifcated: (1) Senlence-eombinjng ability appeared to 
bo significantly related to reading comprehonjion scores for good 
average, and poor readers. (2) Significant differences were found* 
among good, avaraga. and poor readcra in numbers of acnienca^ 
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. f trtnsformations tnd scorts on a •Mtence-combinlno tiak. 

(3) There were ao significint differencts Jn numbm of l-unlt* In 
written coqiposJli<w among good, average, and poor readen. 

It was cone uded thai sentcnA-combining ability seemed related 
Id teyel of reading comprehension and that this ability may 
di5criminal.e among good, average, and poor readers. 



THE INTERReUATIONSHIPS OF FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS 
READING ACHIEVEMENT, ORAL GENERATION AND WRITTEN 
PRODUCTION AS DETERMINED BY FACTORS FOUND IN 
FOUR READABILITY FORMULAS Order No. DA0229749 

MOHUR. LvNUTe Eiuf N TUROFF, Eo D Montana Stato Univorsftv 
1932. 1?3pp. 

The purpose of this study was to determine the inierrelationshtps 
eictsling arr^ong reading achievement. ^/ritten language production 
and oral language generation of fourih grade students m Helena. 
Montana and Glendive. Montana through application of those verba! 
GJements found m the I orge Readability Formula, the Lazdov/ski 
Sample Survey, the Fog Index and the Botel and Granowsky Syntacltc 
Complexity TofrT^ula 

The problem W is .nv^-nlig.itt.d by (a) admmistenng the Gales 
MacG.n.lie Rp.M.ng Ach.evemeni Test. I evel D. Form 1 to ?S5 fourth 
grade students. tb> asK.ng these students to complete, tn writing a 
Glory Gtaner. (c) having the students orally tell a story; 
(d) transcribing th/oral generations mto written form' (e) applying 
the Uorge Reada^/hty Formula, the Fog Index, the La/dowski Sample 
Survey and th^GoIel and Granowsky Syn!.iCl.t Complexity Formula to 
each oral and Antif n sample 

After the P^Tirson protiuct moment correlation was employed th© 
resuHo of Ihrs study indicated that (a) there no statistically 
ojgnificani relationship between fourth grade students* total r^-ading 
acht&vemeni scores and their wntir^g levels as measuied by the I org© 
RQOdabihly Formula, the I a/dowski Sample Survey, nor the Fog 
Index, (b) th^re Aas a slai-stic alty significant reiationsh.p between 
fourih grade studr-nis* writing leveK as meisurpd by the I a; io^ski 
Sample Survey and the.r residing comprehr^n'/on levels (c) there was 
a otalistically significant rr I.it.onship betwec n foi/rth grade ^.tudents' 
total reading achievement scores and their writing levels as measured 
by the Botel and Granowsky Syntactic Complexity Formula (d) there 
was no statistically significant relationship between fourih gradB 
students* reading achlevrment levels and their oral production as 
measured by the four readability formulas, (e) there ^^as no 
fJlatisltcally SKjn.f.eant relc^t.onship betvi^eon vvntton generation and 
oraJ production as rm>asured by the I oiye Readability Formula the 
lazdovvski Sample Survey or the Fog Imiex, (f) there v^asa 
slatislrcally significant relationship between fourth grade students' 
cpoaking and writing levels as measured by the Botel and Granowsky 
Syntactic Complexity Formula. 

Stepwise multiple regression identified an R? of 42800 after tho 
mQfjjsion of *ievrnty two independent variobles<used in this study It 
was concluded that the variables employed in this study, when 
applied lo vviitipn and/or oral productions, did not provide an 
e«octivG linear prediction of reading achievement 



THE QUANTITY AND VARIETY OF EIGHTH GRADERS' 
INFERENCES IN RtSPQNSF TO TWO NARRATIVES AS 
ASSESSED BY ORAL RECALL AND ORAL INTROSPECTION 

Order No. DA8229226 
Paoak, Nancy Doyu. Eo D Northern Wihoi^ Untvorstty. 1S32 2f)f)pp 
Director Jerry l Johns 

This study was de:.igrv>(l lo inv^^stigate the quantity and variety of 
Inference:, made by eighth grade males and females who read two 
teng. narrative prose selections Inferences were assessed through * 
oral recall and through oral introspection 

Sixteen m^aie and sixteen female eighth grade studen{s of average 
10 and reading ability were rartdomly selected artd placed into the 
eight cells of tho OKperimonlal design 2 (sex) n 2 (pamngo) x 2 
(arr^ossment cor^dition) Two narratives of similar fen^lh, recdobjlily, 



and goner n# interest served as materials Each passage was divided 
Into four s/ctions 

Subjecis worked individually wi?h the investigator After 'a general 
introduction, subjects practiced assigned procedures with a "warm 
up" pa&sa^e The e x per » mental passage was then read in one section 
segments. Ivith recall or introspection after each section had been 
read 4 

Sessiort were tape recorded and Jran&cnbed verbatim 
TranscripttVis were analysed to determine the number and types of 
inferences tr?^ contained A taxonomy of inferences proposed by 
Warren. NichcSasi^Qnd Trabasso (1979) was adapted for categorizing 
inferences by type Implausible inferences received partial credU. 
Score reliability was high 

A three way factorial analysis of variance was used to test 
hypotheses related to the quantity of inferences generated Three chi 
square tests were used to test hypotheb^s related to the variety of 
inferences ger»erated / 

No slatrslically Significant differences were found in the number of 
Inferences made by males and females, the number of inferences 
made from the two passages read or the number of inferences made 
in response to the oral recall or oral introspection directions 
Furthermore none of the interactions between or among these three 
factor*, was sjgriificant ' 

Statistically Significant diflefencei, were found in the following 
areas related to the types of inferences made males made fewer 
logical inferences and females made more logical inferences than 
expected, one pa?»sage yielded more informational but fewer 
evaluative mference^i, and the other passage yielded fewer 
informational but more evaluative inferences than expected, oral 
recall directions resulted in fewer logical and evaluative inferences 
but more informational inferences that expected, and oral 
introspection directions resulted in more logical and evaluative* 
inferences byt fewer informational inforencoo than expected 



THE EFFECT OF TABULAR AND GRAPHIC PRESENTATION • 
ON READER RETENTION, READER REACTION AND READING 

Order No. DA8229227 

Peterson. Beckv Karen, Eo D. Norlhom ////note Unhorofty 1382 
^2pp. Director: Larry D. Hanman 

An experiment was conducted to determine if there is a 
rcjal onship between the method of presentation of data in a report 
<md(1) reader retenfon. (2) readier reaction and (3) reading time 
iSminjS 9'^^^ averain;id 

r^Jfel Ho T n^l^^ administration of a test given lo 

Sntn T*' management classes at accredited 

schools of business that were selected on a stratified random bwi* 
bach student received one of four forms: (1) narrative only 

*^.w?^lu*^''?'^''^'^^'^^'<^) narrative with graphs or (4) narrative 
wjlh both tables and graphs. ^ i-*; nurrawve 

Studento: (1) recorded the amount of time taken to read th4 
rW^ln.onT^''''^ 24 mulliple-choice questions about IhG^eporl. 
(3) Indicated lhe,r reaction lo various aspects of the report si)eh S 
©reanlzallon, and (4) provided personal data 
• ^esulto showed that narrative with the aid of tables was moit 
^ectivo in helping reader retention Retentidn was also affected by 
aeadcmfc major andreported grade point average Students from 
aecounting and office administration majors oblalr^ed the highcat 

Students with a grade point average of 3 0 or belter otjtained 
a higher maan scoro than students with a grade point average below 

n.ri^.?^'^^' ui?' '''^f ° i'^'^''^ n\,idcn\n roQcled most positively to 
narrative with grapn^ Reader reaelicn was affeeted by seA over^ 
fematea reported more positive reaclions than mates. 

narr alive wllh tables \qq\, the leasi amount of 

fimJ ^I^^k'^'k^ ■^u"*"" '° reader rGlenlion'ond reading 

r^Tw hf ^ ^ '° ^°'P 'oaclion Narrative Qlone 

sheuW be used or,ly when the other lerms are not pof^iblo 
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lOEKTlFICATION OF THE GIFTED THROUGH COGNfTIVC 
LEVEL AND READING ACHIEVEMENT Ordsr No. DA831Q884 
Sapgrton. Patricia Saiocmma, PH.D/M/stra University, 1983. 
224pp. 

* This Invesligation was designed lo Identify gHtei children through 
their cognitive level and reading performance. The studjtprovides tn 
alternative to traditional intelligence testing, based on data which 
indicates that the gifted ctinl be identified through an assessment of 
their cognitive level and reading achievement 

The theoretical framework for this study rcsfe on Plaget*s stage 
theory of cognitive deve!opment. Studies are cited whic^i show thai 
\ gHled children move through Jhe^ame stages es other children, but at 
an accelerated pace. II therefore becomes possible to identify gBlad 
childreathrough their cognitive stages, as they move Into the range of 
formal reasoning. 

The Arlin Test of Forma! Reasoning was used to assess the 
cognitive level of etch student In the study. Tl>e test was administered 
to 25 students In a combination fifih-sbdh grade gifted class, and to 
four hundred and nineteen seventh grade studcrtti. Two aJxIh grada 
males, ten seventh grade males, and four seventh grade fcmttes wva 
found to be reasoning at the high formal le^. The fourteen seventh 
grade students were idenilfied by Dr. Arlin as gKted. 

Performance of the gifted filth, siirth. and seventh graders was 
assessed according to sex and grade level on four different types ol 
reading comprehensioj» measures Ooze, fv^azc, Mu'iip'e Cholee, and 
Op- In. No significant effect for sex was found. A significant main 
effect for grade level was found for the Maxe. Multiple Choice, and 
Op'ln Tests. Significant correlations were found for the fifth grade 
gfoup between Cloze and Op- In. and between Maze and Muhiple 
-Choice. Significant correlations were found for the sixth grade group 
between Cloze and Op-ln and between h^ultlple Choice and Op-ln. 
The four reading tests were found to predict significantly the scores of 
the Arlln Test 

Student Interviews revealed varied opinions of the gifted students 
about their reading behaviors. Their preferences were eclectic and 
related frequently to sex and grade level. Student interviovkm also 
rjpvealed that, onlikd the sample from which ihoy were dravim, more 
tt»an fifty percent of these gifted children were first bont 

i 



AN INVENTORY OF COGNITIVE STYLE: VALIDITY, 
RELIABILITY, AND CORRELATION WITH READING ' ^ 
ACHIEVEMENT Ordo r No. DA8303323 

Sharp, Patricia Malomey, Pm.D Washington State Univonifty, 1982. 
ISIpp Chair Gerald Maring 

Nature of the Study The Intention ©f the otudy wao to develop an 
inventory of cognitive stylo based on on application of 
neuropsychologico) findings Three specific purposes were designed 
to examine the inventory's validity, reliability, and relationship 
between cognitive st)^ end reading achievcnient. 

Pro€e^ure3 BaseJ%n previous rcseardh. a 20 item Inventory wu 
designed to reflect hemispheric functioning In the areas of 
perception, processing, and reeafl @f Snfermation Corrclili^naJ 
alatisties were used to determine the relationship be^^vcen the 170 
ttndonf% selected fourth grade subjects' tcores on this inventory and 
flnother accepted measure of cognitive style (Sigel Cognitive Style 
Test) A Chi square onalysis was used tIJlOQi the difference between 
tOQcher clossificaiion of reading and spelling pailorns and cognitive 
style test clooaifications Reliobility was determined with split half arid 
rotest procedures Point bioerial item correlation and inier-raior 
agreement were also determined Finally, the relationship between 
reading achievement and cognitive stylo was determined by point 
bioerial correlations 

Findingo Major findings of the study v/oro the following 
(1) Fourth graders' performance on the inventory and their 
performonco on the Sigol Cognitive Stylo Test wos found to correlate 
(17) at the 05 level (2) Split-half ( 69). test roiost { 60). and inter 
ratar { S3 .01) analyses for the Inventory Indicated reliability ( p < 
05) Point bisorlal correlations ( 44 - M) found six of the 2B Itcmf) on 
the Inventory to significantly (p < .05) differentiate between the two 
criterion groups These groups represented predominant analytic 
g^RieessIng assoslalcd ^*th the cognitive style of the left haitiisphere 
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and predominant nsninajytlc preeessing assectaled with the 
cognitive style of the right hemisphere (3) A ©©efficient qi .24 (p < 
.01) was found beUeen ba!ane«j eogfiitlve styte when measiired Ijy 
' the Inventory and good reading ability. * 

Overall, this study suggested support for the notion of 
hor^bpheric- based ccgrjjtive styto. U wqa concluded, however, that 
only tfirough extensive fofinomont ucjnQt neurometric evidence will an 
instrument ouch as the inventory bo valid for diagnosing mme oOmcal. 
subtypes of reading disability. 



THE EFFECTS OF READABILITY, STUDY GUIDES M40 ^ 
USTENINQ. READING ON THE COMPREHENSION OF SIXTH 
GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES TEXTBOOK MATERIALS 

Order No. DAe300770 

Shoreman, Daniel J , Eo D Boston University BchQol of Education, 
1962. 201pp. Major Professor. Thomas E CuUlton Jr 

This study Investigated the effects of rcadafeiSiiy level, study guides 
inci simultaneous Ibtening reading on social studies textbook 
oomprohonoion. Twelve Intact sixth grade classes totaling 24g 
itudonts from a s^teurban Boston community were used The-tests 
admintoiered were (1) The Iowa Tesp^t Basis Sk^ls, Reading 
Comp^oheruiion subtest, to measure reading level. (2) The OJfi- 
fnnon Montat Ability Test to measure 10 (3) Four weekly tests 
davlscd by the invc!<tigat©r to measure comprehension. 

Tfte statistical procedures used were analysis ©I variance, analysis 
of variance with lour repeated measures and the Schefffc test 
QuBstlon 1 : What are the differences in aodal studies textbook * 
comprehension of sixth grade students when the following treatment 
mathods are presented the original text untreated, the text rewritten 
to a fourth grade level of readability, the original text accompanied by 
study guides and simuitanepus reading and listening of the original 
text? ' ^ 

Findings The RowTltlon Text was sighifleantJy.su porior to tht 
Original at the OS level using the Schofffe procedure The Study Guide 
and Listening' Reading methods wera signifiGanlly superior to the 
Original at the Oi level 

THE EFFECTS OF STRUCTURAL ORGANISERS AN© 
RHETORICAL PREDICATES ON THE RECALL OP 
• EXPOSlTORy TEXT Order No. OA03Oei 2 7 

aATEn,WATri2HAPvAR0.PND Umvor^ify of Miono^iOtQ 1B32 _ 

ggapp ^ 

An exper.ment w^r. conduclfd to determ.no if providing subtGcls 
w3th pnor .nformai.on about ihe or9arw/ai.on of oxpocilory pac^'-.aqes 
mproved 5ub,ccls: recoil of .nformnt.on from the panaages Sub.ecis 
{n V ^24) were randomly ar,r„gned to one of four treatment 
COndMions a StruclurnI orgon./Pr w.lh%ull,ne gr:d. a control cond.t.on 
With nolf^taking, a structural orgom/or w.fhoul Oullino mtd or a 
control condition without nololot.ng Th(j target pa^.r.a0Pn were 
m^fMZCd with one of four clearly tdf^nlWiable orgon./at.onol pnilerns 
a^verDnt.ve top level r.trurlure. Ottr.bul.on lop levi>l -.Iruclurp 
eovor.ance top lovp! Mructure or r^...ponrw. |op IPvel Dtruclure Two 
aepf^rifipnt mea^>ure^ were ur,pd m Wh- Pipf.nmenf written recall 
pr@tocolr> and rnulttpUi choicp leslr. 

The mam effect of Treatment war. ^..gn.ficant (p < 001) for both 
dep^^ndent mpa^.ur^^'; pef.ultr, from the written recallprotocolo 
ndtcatf^d that nubjectn m the ntructnral organi7er w.th outline nr.d 
trealm^nt condition recaltPd o?gn,fipnntly morP propooit.ono tf^n 
Gutjjectn in the control condition with nolelakirtg However there wan 
no oior>ificant d.fftrence m refill for r.ubject^ m tf^e -Jruciural 
©rgani/er w.thopt outline gr.d Ireatment condition and the control 
f^'! ;';;'thoul noletak.ng Rer.ulto from the multiple choice tent<5 
Wicated that Dubjectn m the structural orgoni/er with outline grd 

J^Tn^nf ^""^nr "^'"^ "''^ "'"^''^ nignificantly better than nubiecin m 
mo control eor.d.t.on w.th notetaking. However, oubjecto in the 
suu^ ural organizer wrthout putline g^^d treatment condition scored 
Significantly bPtter ihan oubjectr. in tho control condition without 
nototaking The main effect of paooa^e orgooi/ation wan not 
SjgnSflcant (p > 05) for both dependent moaoureo 

The rcoulio wore inlcrprolcd as provcding qualified suppsn f®r - 
^ovidbig sufejests with prisr information about the organiEOtten ©f 
^po.i ory pacjasc? AdditisnaOy. the rcsijlls were Interpreted as 
KW^atmg thatTho trcatmonis wf ro equally eWcstivo witJ) tho four 
ofganlealJona) pattcno Gcfcsted \m the dudy 



AN EXPERIMEMTAL «TtoY OF THE LEGIBIUTY.OF MINUS 
tETTERSMCING OF TYWGRAPMY AS MEASURED »Y 
SPEED OF READMG ANDNCOMPREHENSION 

OfdarNo.DA8304370 

Turner. Ralph J.. PH.D. Ortto^Un/vers/fy, 1982. 146pp. Director of 
Dissertation: Protetor Russ^l N. Baird ■ ^ 

. The purpose ^ ttte study is to Investigate whether legibility suffers, 
remainls the same, or improves m 'conditions in which letterspaclng d 
body type is reduced Mow •normal" levels! * 

One-hundied foity-four persons were used as subjects Including 
9$ divided equally Into two experimental groups and 48 In a control 
group. Each person read four parages and answered the related 
questions as jnetsures of speed of reading and comprehension 
respectively. The passages and questions were from The Nelson' 
Denny Reading Test. 

HaH of the experimental subjects read the passages in 9-point type 
and the other half re|KJ the passages ip 10-polnt type. 

Each person In both groups read four different passagesr. each 
passage with a dlff^fent type treatment one set In serif type with 
normal letterspaclng; one In serif type v«th minus one-unit 
letterspaclng. one in sans serif type with normal letterspaclng and one 
In sans serif type with minus one-unit letterspaclng. An l8-unit em . 
was used. ^ ^ 

Speed off reading was determined by counting the number of 
characters read duiing a 90-second period. Characters were normed 
to average wordsby dividing total characters by five. Comprehension 
was measured by the number of cbrrect answers off eight multiple 
^ choice questions based on each of the four passages read. 

Five hypotheses were tested: (1) serif type normal spacing 
compared wth ^erlf type mioiis spacing. (2) sans serif type normal 
spacing compared with saris $aril ^e minus spacing. (3) serif ^ype 
normal spacing compared with sans serif type minus spacing. 
(4) sans serif type normal spacing compared with serif type minus 
spacing and (5) lO poInt type minus spacing compared with 9-poliit 
/t^M^ormal spacing. 

^-^^^t of 24 coniparisons resulting from the research design-1 2 for 
reading speed and 12 for comprehension-no significant differeneee 
are found in 20. Out of the four significant differences which did 
result, three are In favor of minus spacing and one is in the direction 
/6I normal spacing. 



bifflctilty and discrimination Indices calculated for each item In the 
teal Indicated that 40 off the 68 nerne met tte diKrimlnation crileil^ 
and 41 of the 68 flatna met thedilfcuHy cribrlon. 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF A DIAGNOSTIC INSTRUMENT FOR 
DETERMINING NEEDS FOR INSERVICE TRAINING IN > 
READING COMPREHENSION Order No. DA8304gQ3 

WatkinS; DooG^RoNALO. Eo.D. yAi/burn Un/k^ers/fy, 1982. 153pp. 
Director JohnC.Walden 

The purpose of (his study was to develop and field t^ an 
instrument to measure knowledge concerning the literal, interpretive, 
and evaluative levels of reading comprehension to serve as ti needs 
assessment for teacher inservice programs. The procedures used in 
the development of the instrument included a review of the literature, 
the development o{ an outline for the instrument modeled on Barrett's ' ^ 

(1 968) work, the submission of the outline to a panel of experts, and a ^ • 

field test of the inst^jment. Two groups of college students were used ^ • 

in the preliminary pilot testing, and the instrument was refined by 

eliminating and/or clarifying items on the basis of the pilot testing. A 

final draft of the Instrument included 1 1 demographic items and 68 

CO mprehiension items. / ^ 

A field test of the Instrument was conducted with a total of 1 10 - 
teachers and other professional educators. From that group usable- 
resufts were gathered from 104 resporKJents. The data resulting from 
the lest provided information useful not only in refining and further 
developing the test but also in supporting instrument validity and * 
'reliability. Content validity of the Instrument was determined by |he 
judgment of a panel of experts regarding instrument content an^y a 
content validity matrix developed from the review of literature. Internal 
consistency reliability was calculated usinfl the i^lpha coefficient with 
a reliability coefficientoff .95. 

A preliminary factor analyals off the data revealed one strong 
general factor and a series off otfier uridevetoped factors. 
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